
Render acid urine alkaline, increase the quantity,
start with diaphoresis. Some of the balsams might
prove useful taken internally. Catheterization of the
ureters was easy by Kelly's method, but he had not seen
much benefit from surgical measures. Granulations
at the mouths of the ureters could be treated locally.
symphyseotomy versus the induction of pre-

mature LABOR.
Dr. Charles P. Noble, of Philadelphia, read

this paper in reply to the question which he pro-
pounded. Is embryotomy upon the living child, de-
liberately selected, a justifiable operation ? He said,
No. In contracted pelvis in which delivery by for-
ceps or version would prove so dangerous as to threaten
mother and child, symphyseotomy ought to be selected.
Further

—

and it was to this question the author di-
rected special attention—in contractions of moderate
degree it was better not to induce premature labor,
but to let pregnancy go to term and do symphyseot-
omy. It was true that statistics gave a morality of
five per cent, for the mother in premature labor, ten
per cent, in symphyseotomy ; but the author believed
both of these were entirely too high in the hands of
an expert at the présent day. We had not alone to
look to the interests of the mother ; and since at
present symphyseotomy as a selected procedure should
be attended with very little danger, it should be re-
sorted to instead of premature labor in the interests of
the child, which by the latter method stood very little
chance of being born alive or of surviving long after-
ward.

After some discussion upon the last two papers, the
Society adjourned, to meet in executive session. Dr.
M. D. Mann, of Buffalo, was elected President, Dr.
Coe, Secretary.

- -

Recent Literature.
Clinical Manualfor the Study ofDiseases of the Throat.

By James Walker Downie, M.B., Dispensary
Surgeon for Diseases of the Throat and Nose, West-
ern Infirmary, Glasgow. New York: MacMillan
& Co. 1894.
This is a small manual of two hundred and sixty

pages. A book of this size is often useful both to the
student and to the practitioner. The arrangement is
good, and the descriptions iu most cases clear and con-
cise. The nose is not taken up at all, and there is
very little on anatomy ; for which reasons the book
cannot be considered as a self-sufficient text-book for a
course in laryngology ; but for a brief description of
the diseases of the fauces, pharynx and larynx and
their treatment, it will be found useful aud convenient.
Where to Send Patients Abroad for Water Cures and

Climatic Treatment. By Dr. Thomas Linn, Phy-
sician at Aix-les-Bains, at Nice, etc. London:
Henry Kimpton and Hirschfeld Brothers. Detroit:
George S. Davis. 1894.
This treatise, of seventy-five pages, will be found of

great assistance to physicians, who are sometimes con-
sulted by patients whom they wish to send to Europefor health or rest. The first third of the book is
devoted to general remarks on climatic treatment, and
treatment at different resorts. The last two-thirds
consists of an alphabetical list of maladies, with the
resorts recommended for each.

THE ANTITOXIN TREATMENT OF DIPH-
THERIA.

It has been shown by the report of Dr. Thorne
Thome, the Medical Officer of the Local Government
Board of London, that the mortality from diphtheria
has increased gradually in England and Wales during
the past twenty years, and that the increase has
been more marked in the large towns. This increase
has been much greater in London than in any of the
other cities. For instance, during 1871 the death-rate
per 1,000 of the living was .10, while in 1890 it was

.33, or about three times as great. There has been
relatively as great an increase in the mortality in this
city.

As insanitary conditions have a very slight, if any,
influence on the prevalence of diphtheria, this increase
in its frequency cau be explained by infection from
unrecognized cases of the disease, and also by insuf-
ficient methods of isolation. The length of time that
a patient should be isolated can only be determined
by a bacteriological examination. Since diphtheria
is manifestly on the increase, anything that can di-
minish its frequency or decrease the mortality de-
mauds the careful consideration of the medical pro-
fession. From the accounts iu the Continental medical
journals it would seem that the use of antitoxin, while
it may not accomplish all that is claimed for it, yet the
employment of this agent seems likely to do much not

only in the way of decreasing the mortality but also
in diminishing the frequency of the disease.

In the British Medical Journal of August 25, 1894,
is a report by Thomas Eastes, M.D., F.R.C.S., of
Folkestone, of seven cases treated by antitoxin. These
cases all recovered.

The report of Dr. O. Katz regarding the employ
ment of antitoxin in the Emperor and Empress Fred-
erick's Children's Hospital at Berlin, is a valuable
contribution. For the three years in this hospital,
from 1891 to 1893 inclusive, there were 1,081 cases
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